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Port V/orth, Texas 

May 26 th, 1925 at 10 o'clock A. M. 

Minutes of a meeting of the Board of D i r e c t o r s of Tarrant 

County Water Improvement D i s t r i c t No* 1 held at the D i s t r i c t ' s o f f i c e 

i n the County Court House i n Fort V/orth, Tarrant County Texas. 

Presiding: W. C. Weeks, Chairman: Present, W. E. Bideker, 

H. M. H i ^ i tower and L. C. Abbott, being a majority o f the D i r e c t o r s . 

Mr. A. H. Eaton, an attorney representing Mr. V/. W. Potts 

and other persons owning land located w i t h i n the boundaries of t h i s 

d i s t r i c t , presented and read a p e t i t i o n f i l e d by him with the Secretary 

o f t h i s D i s t r i c t on the 4th day of May, 1925. Said p e t i t i o n i s i n the 

o f f i c i a l f i l e s of t h i s D i s t r i c t as i s here referred to as a part hereof, 

said p e t i t i o n asked that the described lands of the respective owners 

i n said p e t i t i o n named, be excluded from said d i s t r i c t f o r the alleged 

reason that the lands i s said p e t i t i o n described could not be i r r i g a t e d 

by gravity from the works proposed to be constructed by s a i d D i s t r i c t . 

A f t e r the reading of the p e t i t i o n , the Chairman c a l l e d upon 

the numerous p e t i t i o n e r s present to state i n d e t a i l the facts upon which 

they based t h e i r conclusion that the lands i n said p e t i t i o n described 

could not be i r r i g a t e d by g r a v i t y . 

A f t e r a f u l l hearing of the evidence, s a i d attorney f o r 

p e t i t i o n e r s announced that p e t i t i o n e r s d i d not ask to avoid the r e l a t i v e 

l y small small tax involved i n the making of the prelerainary engineering 

that i s being c a r r i e d on by the D i s t r i c t , that p e t i t i o n e r s wished the 

project w e l l , but wished to protect themselves against the ultimate 

heavy tax which w i l l eventually be created to carry out the project 

proposed. 

That they i n good f a i t h f e l t that they would not receive 

any benefit and had f i l e d the p e t i t i o n to f u l l y reserve any r i g h t s 



-65-

which they might exercise at any time before the issuance of Bonds. 

Chairman V/eeks then announced that the d i r e c t o r s would proceed 

with the greatest caution to the end that there would not be created 

any unjust burden upon any one. that the d i r e c t o r s would go into execut

ive session and l a t e r announce ther d e c i s i o n . 

Therefore the Directors d i d go into executive session and d i d 

f i n d as follows: 

FIRST: That u n t i l the preleminary engineering has been completed 

i t w i l l be impossible f o r the Board to determine whether a l l or what 

d e f i n i t e part of the land described i n the p e t i t i o n can be i r r i g a t e d 

from the works proposed to be constructed by the D i s t r i c t . This i s made 

manifest by the f a c t that i t w i l l not be known what works w i l l be construct, 

ed u n t i l a f t e r a l l engineering data i s i n hand. 

SECOND: That u n t i l i t i s d e f i n i t e l y known what w i l l be the 

h e i $ i t of dams and at what part or points on the streams dams w i l l be 

located, i t w i l l be impossible to determine whether the lands i n said 

p e t i t i o n described can be i r r i g a t e d by g r a v i t y . 

IT IS THEREFORE ordered that the f i n a l d e c i s i o n on this p e t i t i o n 

do be, without prejudice to the lawful r i g h t s of the p e t i t i o n e r s , reserved 

u n t i l such time as i t may be possible to have before the Board evidence 

s u f f i c i e n t to enable the Board to determine, whether, i n f a c t , the lands 

i n said p e t i t i o n described can or cannot be i r r i g a t e d by g r a v i t y from 

some of the works proposed to be constructed. 

On the follov/ing pages i s a stenographic report of said above 

named meeting before said Directors adjourned the open meeting and 

v/ent into executive session. 
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Stenographic report of the proceedings had at a meeting of 
the Board of Commissioners of Tarrant County Water Improve
ment D i s t r i c t No, One, c a l l e d f o r the purpose of hearing 
petitions f o r exclusion of land from the Tarrant County 
Water Conservation Improvement D i s t r i c t No. One, 

The meeting was c a l l e d to order at 10:00 
o'clock A M by W C Weeks, Chairman, as follows: 

THE CHAIRMAN: This i s the hour set to hear the 
petitioners with reference to exclusion of land from the 
Tarrant County V/ater Conservation Improvement D i s t r i c t No. 
One, Now, we are ready to hear that p e t i t i o n . 

MR ALFRED H EATON, appearing f o r Peti t i o n e r s : You 
have a copy of i t here, I suppose. I w i l l not read a l l the 
names. 

THE CHAIRMAN: No, please don't. 

The p e t i t i o n was then read by Mr Eaton. 

MR BIDEKER: Do you know what the acreage Is? 

MR JOHN PUTMAN: I t i s approximately 42,000 acres. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Is there anybody else that wants 
to be heard? I f there i s anybody that has any remarks they 
want to make we w i l l be glad to hear from them. 

MR L T BURFORD: I c a l l e d on Mr Eaton and I didn't 
have the f i e l d notes of one t r a c t of my land, as he probably 
remembers, and I have been busy and I have never furnished 
him that abstract or the f i e l d notes to 156 or 160 acres, 
something l i k e that, and he may not have that included, I dont 
know. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You would have time to get that i n 
formation a l l r i g h t . Is there anybody else? 

MR C W PIPER: Gentlemen, from my experience In t h i s 
water project and drainage d i s t r i c t s and what I have had i n 
E l l i s County I want to state that I could not use t h i s water on 
my land at any pri c e ; i f i t was a l l around i t I would be d i t c h 
ing to get i t away from me on account of the land, on account of 
the nature of the land. However, my farm would not stand i r 
r i g a t i n g on account of i t being r o l l i n g , i f I had a l l sorts of 
water that would be a benefit to i t , and being planted to cotton 
from what I know about i t the b o l l weevil would absolutely eat 
i t up and besides when you need water actu a l l y i f you put i t on 
there i t would k i l l the cotton. I noticed i n the Star-Tele-
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gram where they were going to have one Mr Hale Hardin up here 
before this body of the Chamber of Commerce to make a speech 
i n regard to this water project, I happened to be and l i v e i n 
E l l i s County f o r a number of years where we had some land i n 
th i s d i s t r i c t and we were worse o f f a hundred times than we 
ever was before we ever got what we c a l l a drainage d i s t r i c t 
down there because we made four crops out of every f i v e any
how and we didn't have those enormous taxes to pay and af t e r 
we got th i s thing we never made but four out of f i v e anyway 
and there were l o t s of people down there offered any man t h e i r 
land that would pay the taxes on i t and cu l t i v a t e i t , and when 
th i s thing started i t come into my mind i t was something just 
l i k e that. The property tax down there alone - the drainage 
tax alone ran as high as seven do l l a r s an acre and they started 
out with two b i t s an acre and Mr Hale Hardin was the i n s t i g a t o r 
of i t and I w i l l say i f a man doesn't believe what I say there 
i s a record i n Waxahachie to show f o r i t s e l f ; f i n a l l y i n l a t e r 
years I entered s u i t and got out of that thing by making them 
buy me out and I moved to Tarrant County hoping that I would 
never hear of a thing l i k e that and s t i l l i t followed i n on us 
and I couldn't use the water myself and neither can these gen
tlemen here who are here to speak f o r themselves. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Anybody else? 

MR HIGHTOWER: Mr Piper, where i s your land located? 

MR PIPER: I am up here on the Haslet road and I 
own one tr a c t of land r i g h t east of the Santa Pe above the 
St e r l i n g P Clark place which comes p r a c t i c a l l y adjoining and 
running northeast of the o l d Barrow place. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Anybody else, gefltlemen? 

MR H.C. GILBERT: Common sense would teach any 
man i f we had water here, plenty of i t r i g h t here, the cost 
of getting i t to our land, even i f i t would benefit i t ever 
so much, the cost of getting i t there would be p r o h i b i t i v e ; 
the cost would be p r o h i b i t i v e . I t i s the wildest kind of 
theory. There i s nothing to i t . I t i s impractical, that 
i s i t ; go and figure the cost of the machinery, and the 
power i t would take to pump t h i s water 200 or 300 f e e t , 
and then the f r i c t i o n f o r 12 or 14 miles i n the pipe; 
there i s r i g h t smart f r i c t i o n i n pumping to get i t there, 
besides, and t h i s 200 fee t , and you can imagine something 
of the cost to get i t there. I have talked with some prac
t i c a l engineers, and they say i t i s impractical, the cost 
would be p r o h i b i t i v e . 

THE CHAIRMAN: Anybody else? We want to hear 
from a l l of you. 
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MR EATON: I would l i k e to state t h i s , they 
are not t a l k i n g very f a s t . As I understand i t , the prop
erty of a l l the people here i s i n a l i m i t e d area north of 
Port Worth. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Up around Saginaw. Is that the 
3 property? 

# 
MR EATON: Yes, where the a l t i t u d e i s consider

ably higher than i t i s here i n Port V/orth, and the unanimous 
opinion of a l l the gentlemen who have signed this p e t i t i o n 
i s that they are absolutely certain that water could not be 
put on t h e i r land by t h i s i r r i g a t i o n system at any price 
that the people of Tarrant County could afford to pay, and 
that f o r that reason — one reason, at l e a s t , that they 
don't want to be i n t h i s d i s t r i c t , they don't f e e l able as 
farmers to pay f o r i r r i g a t i n g someone's land that happens to 
be along the r i v e r or some place where i t could be i r r i g a t e d 
and where the other fellow would get a l l of the benefit, and ^ 
they have taken the posi t i o n that the i r r i g a t i o n d i s t r i c t 
ought to be confined and ought to be absolutely confined to 
those who w i l l be benefitted from i t , and that i t can be done, 
and they r e a l i z e , and I r e a l i z e , and we a l l r e a l i z e that i r 
r i g a t i o n projects can benefit c e r t a i n land i n t h i s county, 
but to take a great big county l i k e Tarrant County, where 
the geography of i t i s so d i f f e r e n t , and many di f f e r e n t places, 
and include the whole thing i n one i r r i g a t i o n project, includ
ing i n i t a l l land that can be i r r i g a t e d and that that cannot, 
these gentlemen, at least those that signed the p e t i t i o n , are 
unwil l i n g to pay the taxes, and f e e l l i k e i t would be unjust 
and u n f a i r f o r them to pay taxes that they won't get any 
benefit whatever from, but f e e l l i k e i t would be s u f f i c i e n t 
f o r those whose land i s subject to i r r i g a t i o n , and those 
alone, and the people down i n Port Worth who get the benefit 
of the manufacturers which w i l l come here, with cheap water, 
that those people w i l l be d i r e c t l y , or more d i r e c t l y benefit
ted, and w i l l be the ones who should stand this expense, so 
they desire to take advantage of t h i s provision of the law 
which allows them to come before t h i s honorable board and 
show that they w i l l not get any benefit from t h i s proposed 
system of i r r i g a t i o n , and ask before any bonds are voted that 
their land be excluded from i t , b e lieving that they are we l l 
within t h e i r r i g h t s , and that i t i s nothing but j u s t i c e . 
They don't desire to oppose t h i s i r r i g a t i o n project, and I 
don't think they have any prejudice or 111 w i l l , but i t Is 
just a matter of whether i t i s r i g h t f o r them to pay taxes 
i n a case where they get no benefit whatever f o r the benefit 
of others who w i l l get a l l the benefit, rather than f o r the 
thing to be confined to those who w i l l be benefitted i n the 
matter. And they are very confident that they w i l l not de
ri v e any be n e f i t , and t h i s matter, of course, originated 
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among them; t h i s meeting here i s not c a l l e d by me, even i n 
d i r e c t l y ; c a l l e d by your honorable board, and I didn't know 
whether there would be one or f i v e here, so that i t springs 
d i r e c t from the gentlemen present themselves, who come here 
with t h e i r p e t i t i o n . I am sure there are others who can 
speak, i f they w i l l . 

THE CHAIRMAN: We w i l l be glad to hear from anybody 
else. 

MR T. T. BANKS: I l i v e d on land i n E l l i s County 
that i s i r r i g a t e d , and the farmers there cannot l i v e on the 

4 land on account of the high taxes, and they get about one crop 
out of s i x . 

THE CHAIRMAN: Anybody else? 

MR. J.A. SIMONS: I t i s a matter that we are a l l 
interested i n , and I f e e l l i k e everyone present should speak 
t h e i r sentiments, i n order that you gentlemen may know that 
the statements set f o r t h i n the p e t i t i o n are our r e a l s e n t i 
ments. I am not prejudiced against the water project you 
have. I think there are 3ome men i n the d i s t r i c t that are 
e n t i t l e d to i t and should have i t . I f o r one want to say 
that a f t e r having seventeen years experience i n farming 
ri g h t adjacent to your c i t y , that our land, i n my judgment, 
i s not susceptible to successful i r r i g a t i o n . In other words, 
i n d i v i d u a l l y , i f you put the water on there free to me, I 
would not have i t on my farm. Now, that may sound r i d i c u 
lous to you, but I think there are other gentlemen here that 
w i l l bear out the same statement that i f you give them the 
water, put i t on t h e i r farm absolutely f r e e , that they 

would not have i t , on account of the nature of our upland 
s o i l here. Now, some of the other s o i l i s a l l r i g h t , but 
our r o l l i n g s o i l i s not susceptible to successful i r r i g a t i o n . 

THE CHAIRMAN: Anybody else? 

MR JOHN PUTHAM: I am not much of a speech maker, 
but I think possibly I could t e l l you a l i t t l e story that 
w i l l be rather applicable to our case, and also a b r i e f h i s 
tory of our l i t t l e protest that we are entering with r e f e r 
ence to this i r r i g a t i o n proposition. I was down at Gal
veston l a s t summer, my wife and baby and I went down there, 
we went to the Shrine Convention. We went down there and I 
went down to the Convention, and I met a very few men from 
Port Worth, i n which I was very much disappointed. I f i n 
a l l y met one man whom I had known i n the past i n d i r e c t l y ; 
he was a very affable fellow, and a mighty nice f e l l o w , and 
i n the course of the meeting they c a l l e d on th i s f e l l o w — 
thi s fellow gave t h i s man a hunch, and said, "Brother Putnam 
of Port Worth i s a t a l k e r . " of course he was a prevaricator 
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very much. I got up and t o l d a l i t t l e story, which I 
presume was a l l r i g h t , and after I l e f t and made my l i t t l e 
t a l k , t h i s fellow came over and a t down by me, and said, 
"Putnam, your t a l k reminds me very m#ch of the modern f l a p 
pers of today, with reference to her dress? He says, " I t 
i s very short, but does not cover the subject." But I 
want to make my l i t t l e t a l k a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t from the t a l k 
I made then; I want to t r y to t e l l you something. With 
120 approximately signatures — not signatures, but property 
taxpayers i n t h i s t e r r i t o r y out here has signed, and paid 
o f f as our expression i s , 3 cents an acre. We started i n 
at Saginaw with the help and assistance of Mr. Piper; he i s 
the man that was responsible; he started t h i s proposition, 
because the old saying i s "The burnt c h i l d fears the f i r e . " 
He has had h i s — I started to say got his t a l l mashed down 
there on t h i s water proposition. He had the experience 
that he knows, and he t o l d i t to me, and i t appealed to me 
as very p r a c t i c a l and l o g i c a l , and he t r i e d to get out. 
Then we took i n a l i t t l e t e r r i t o r y i n andadjacent to Saginaw, 
and then we went over to Wautauga and K e l l e r and Haslet and 
Dido and Peden. The majority of the people, we got them 
over e a s i l y , and some of them were rather reluctant to come 
i n . I met a man the other day, and he said,"John, I believe 
that you just got too much t e r r i t o r y . " I don't think that we 
did. And that also makes me think of a story. 

There was a man down before the proh i b i t i o n days 
at New Orleans. He was sadly inebriated and he went into 
a saloon and said, "I want a drink of whiskey." A l l r i g h t , 
he shoveled him out a drink of whiskey, and he drank i t , and 
he said, "I can whip any darn man i n the room." There wasn't 
anybody said anything. He took another drink, and he said, 
"I can whip any man i n the block." He took another drink 
and after he had the t h i r d drink he said, "I can whip any man 
i n the c i t y of New Orleans." About that time a big Irishman 
got up and whipped him. And when he got up, he said, " I t 
Is a l l r i g h t ; I just took i n too much t e r r i t o r y . " 

I don't think we took i n too much t e r r i t o r y on 
this proposition^ As Mr. Eaton said, and Mr. Simon, and 
quite a number of other men that I do know from a personal 
standpoint, where the water w i l l stand i n the corners, and 
have known i t personally to be one or two years before that 
water would — I mean that ground would grow anything, on 
account — I attributed i t to toomuch a l k a l i . Also don't 
think f o r a moment that I personally, or any other way, want 
to take a shingle o f f of Fort Worth. I f i t were not f o r 
Fort Worth we out there would have a vast cow country, noth
ing at a l l , as you might say, a desert, but I am fo r Fort 
Worth strong as horse-radish; I am fo r Tarrant County; but 
at t h i s proposition, I don't believe that i t i s l o g i c a l , I 
don't believe that i t i s p r a c t i c a l i n our part of the country; 
that i s the reason that I have busied myself for what l i t t l e 
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I have done In our behalf to t r y to get t h i s honorable body 
to exclude us, and we hope and pray that you w i l l l e t us 
out* We have 42,000 acres of land; we have 100 — I think 
Mr. Eaton said 110 signatures, but I think that we have more 
than that, and I hope and pray that you w i l l exclude us. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Anybody else? Is there anything 
el s e , Mr. Eaton, that you want to say? 

MR EATON: Why, I don't think so, Mr. Weeks; I 
think the matter has now — I think, though, that what 
Mr. Putnam and Mr. Piper have sai d , a l l of the other men 
would say, i f they got up and said anything. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I take i t they are a u n i t , so f a r as 
that i s concerned. 

MR EATON: And they are just what I t o l d you; they 
are very seriously convicted with the opinion that t h i s mat
ter could not benefit t h e i r land. They also r e a l i z e , or 
at least I have t o l d them, I think I have advised them 
right - they don't know what the tax w i l l be, and they do 
not f e e l r i c h nor able to assume unnecessary burdens, and 
they f e e l l i k e they would be sleeping on t h e i r rights i f 
they didn't object when they f e l t i t i n t h e i r hearts, and 
might hereafter wish very much that they had made an objec
t i o n at the proper time. They come now at the proper time, 
as we believe, to object i n a proper way, and to express to 
the Board just the way they f e e l about the matter, hoping 
that theBoard, of course not being interested, I presume 
they are able to do t h e i r duty as members of the Board i n 
thi s s i t u a t i o n , and according to the law, and w i l l exclude 
them from the d i s t r i c t . 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, now, I just want to say, 
gentlemen, that t h i s i s new to us, and our di s p o s i t i o n i s 
to treat everybody absolutely f a i r ; we don't want to work 
an undue hardship on anybody, and we w i l l take t h i s under 
consideration, and we w i l l give you the re s u l t s of our f i n d 
ings, whatever we decide about i t . We w i l l advise you 
about i t and give you our written findings; we w i l l give 
them to Mr. Eaton, your attorney. I f there i s anybody 
that has got anything to say here, we w i l l hear them; i f 
not, we w i l l stand adjourned, and we w i l l go into executive 
session and consider i t probably t h i s morning. I f we don't, 
we w i l l soon. 

MR IRELAND HAMPTON: Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen of 
the Board, and Gentlemen, the Board have asked me to make 
a statement which I f e e l l i k e i s due y o u — they f e e l i s 
due you gentlemen. In the f i r s t place, your r i g h t to be 
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excluded from t h i s d i s t r i c t i n the f i n a l taxation that 
would arise i f t h i s work i s going to be done, can be done 
by you or by the Board at any time whatever, up to the time 
bonds might be Issued. The law i s very wise i n that re
spect, and they desire that I further c a l l to your atten
ti o n that on the o r i g i n a l — the law provides f o r what i s 
ca l l e d a period of preliminary examination, and i n t h i s 
county only the high values here which are created about 
85% by the c i t y i t s e l f , the o r i g i n a l estimates on the cost 
of the preliminary work, engineering, was about 2 cents on 
the $100 as a tax. Now that of i t s e l f i s a r e l a t i v e l y 
l i g h t tax, and the information that would be gotten f o r 
that money, from the standpoint of f l o o d control i n your 
county alone, i f there was no other element, would s t i l l be 
worth the money, from the standpoint of f l o o d control from 
which you are f r e e ; i t i s true there. But as the work 
has gone along, owing to the e f f i c i e n c y and the care of 
your Board, i t now appears that a l l of the preliminary en
gineering concerning t h i s project w i l l be a c t u a l l y done and 
accomplished and placed i n the hands of t h i s Board at prob
ably not to exceed one-fourth of two cents on the $100. 
Now they have gone f a r enough to know that t h i s preliminary 
period,and t h i s ispurely a preliminary period, that your 
tax would be not to exceed one-fourth of two cents; we w i l l 
say i t i s a t h i r d or a l i t t l e more than that, but i t won't 
be that much. 

Now next, a thing that they f e l t should be brought 
out here, that the thought i n creating t h i s d i s t r i c t was 
not that they were going to rush p e l l - m e l l over every land 
owner i n the county, whether he was benefitted or not, and 
the Board f e e l that they should have t h i s c a l l e d to your 
attention; I t has been contemplated from the beginning f o r 
t h i s one-fourth or one-third of two cents on the $100, of 
which Port Worth within her l i m i t s w i l l have to pay 85% or 
more of i t , you get a l l of t h i s information. Now, when 
that information i s i n the hands of t h i s Board perhaps — 
you w i l l be getting the elevation of the topography of every 
foot of land i n Tarrant County, and i t w i l l be placed i n the 
hands of t h i s Board. I t i s altogether possible that when 
that information i s complete, when the engineers have done 
th e i r work, that t h i s Board of i t s own motion and under the 
law, which i t i s t h e i r duty under the law, might have ex
cluded and may probably exclude, regardless of any protest 
on your part, because i t i s t h e i r duty to exclude, i f the 
showing i s made, that no benefit w i l l be received; i t i s 
altogether possible that on the motion of the Board i t s e l f 
someone or a l l of you might have been excluded from the d i s 
t r i c t through the information which t h i s Board would have 
i n i t s hands i f given the opportunity to complete t h i s work. 
Now while the law allows three years f o r t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n , 
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i t i s also true that t h i s Board has made wonderful progress 
and the p r o b a b i l i t i e s are that at a period not l a t e r than 
A p r i l 1st, or within less than twelve months, or p r a c t i c a l l y 
within twelve months from the time they a c t u a l l y started to 
work, that a l l of t h i s information w i l l be i n t h e i r hands. 
Now you gentlemen may be correct as to your conclusion. The 
Board would not see f i t to discuss that with you u n t i l t h i s 
work i s a c t u a l l y done i n an accurate manner by men who know 
thei r business, and i f i t i s within the s p i r i t of the pe-

8 t i t i o n e r 3 here to appreciate the s p i r i t i n which the Board 
are working, i t would seem that t h i s p e t i t i o n should at l e a s t 
not be allowed to i n t e r f e r e with the completion of the pre
liminary work. Now when that i s done, and i t i s a very 
short period away, and i t i s going to be at such a low tax 
that nobody would c e r t a i n l y complain, t h i s matter ought to 
be disposed of i n a way that w i l l do absolute j u s t i c e to ev
eryone of you, and to the Board i t s e l f . 

Now, the Board also know that we as i n d i v i d u a l s , 
not being trained i n this work, knowing the high elevation 
of that area, In a geaeral way, might conclude that your 
land should not have water placed on i t by gravity. Well, 
that i s a natural conclusion. Now, i t i s also true, gen
tlemen, and must not be overlooked, that the powers of t h i s 
p a r t i c u l a r d i s t r i c t do not end with the borders of Tarrant 
County. I t i s also true that t h i s p a r t i c u l a r d i s t r i c t has 
absolutely t i e d up under a p r e f e r e n t i a l f i l i n g r i g h t a l l of 
the water that flows i n either the Denton Creek, Clear Pork 
or West Fork from the east l i n e of Tarrant County to the 
headwaters of each of those streams. I t happens to be one-
f i f t e e n t h of a l l of the water that flows i n the State of 
Texas. Now, some of you w i l l say that i s s i l l y , too; I 
would have said i t myself, but men who are trained i n that 
work have found out that that i s so, and I have no r i g h t to 
question i t . And i t i s also true that the county l i n e s do 
not stop the powers of t h i s Board. Now, as to whether your 
elevation prohibits placing water on i t by gravity would de
pend e n t i r e l y on what i s the l o c a t i o n of the dam. Under the 
law t h i s p a r t i c u l a r Board here has just as much r i g h t to BUra 
condemn land, i t can even condemn Wise County's highway and 
t e l l her to remove i t ; i t can condemn the Rock Island R a i l 
road i n Wise or Jack, and what t h i s Board are waiting f o r i s 
an answer from the engineers i f they are going to do t h i s at 
a l l , where does the dam belong, and manifestly u n t i l that i s 
determined and the elevation of the storage reservoir i s 

C known, i t i s manifestly impossible to say where you could or 
could not put that water by gravity. So r e a l i z i n g the law 
with respect to that, and the desire of the Board to u t i l i z e 
t h i s asset f o r i t s very greatest and highest value, you would 
appreciate the position of the Board i n f e e l i n g that they 
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m u s t w e i g h v e r y c a r e f u l l y how t h e y p r o c e e d i n t h i s m a n n e r , 
a n d t h e i r p o s i t i o n i s f o r t h e p r e s e n t - I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t 
c o n c l u s i o n t h e y w i l l come t o . T h e y m i g h t d e c i d e — I am 
t a l k i n g n o t f o r t h e m p r e c i s e l y , b u t I am t a l k i n g u n d e r t h e 
l a w , t h e y w o u l d w i s h y o u t o a p p r e c i a t e t h e i r d e s i r e s t o h a n d l e 
t h i s a s s e t , i f i t be o n e ; i t i s e i t h e r a n e n o r m o u s l y v a l u a b l e 
a s s e t , o r i t I s n o t h i n g , a n d t h e y w o u l d w i s h t o p r o c e e d I n 
s u c h a m a n n e r as t o w h o l l y c o n s e r v e t h e v a l u e o f t h e s e f i l 
i n g r i g h t s , i f i t c a n be d o n e , a n d f o r t h a t r e a s o n t h e B o a r d 
d e s i r e s me t o e x p l a i n i n t h i s s h o r t w a y j u s t how t h e y f e l t , 
i f t h e y c a n s e e t h e i r w a y c l e a r t o a c t o n y o u r — I d o n ' t 
k n o w w h e t h e r t h e y c a n o r c a n n o t a c t o n y o u r p e t i t i o n f o r 
I m m e d i a t e e x c l u s i o n ; t h a t i s w i t h i n t h e i r p o w e r . I f , o n t h e 
o t h e r h a n d , i t w o u l d b e t h e i r c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h e y c o u l d n o t 
i n t e l l i g e n t l y p a s s o n i t u n t i l t h i s p r e l i m i n a r y e n g i n e e r i n g 
w o r k i s p l a c e d i n t h e i r h a n d s , t h e n t h e r e c o u l d be b u t o n e 
o t h e r a n s w e r , a n d t h a t w o u l d be f o r t h e B o a r d t o r e s e r v e d e 
c i s i o n o n y o u r p e t i t i o n u n t i l s u c h t i m e a s t h a t e n g i n e e r i n g 
d a t a was p l a c e d i n t h e i r h a n d s . B u t t h e r e i s o n e a s s u r a n c e 
t h a t y o u a l l m a y h a v e , t h a t o t h e r t h a n t h i s v e r y l i g h t t a x 
o f , we b e l i e v e n o t p o s s i b l y t o e x c e e d o n e - f o u r t h — 

MR G I L B E R T : What i s t h e l a n d t a x u p i n W i c h i t a 

w h e r e t h e y b u i l t t h a t dam? 

MR HAMPTON: I c o u l d n o t a n s w e r y o u t h a t q u e s t i o n 
d e f i n i t e l y e n o u g h f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f t h i s h e a r i n g . 

MR G I L B E R T : W e l l , t h e y t o l d me j u s t t h e same t h i n g 
t h a t y o u a r e t e l l i n g u s , b u t I h a v e a n o l d n e i g h b o r u p t h e r e 
a n d h e g o t n o b e n e f i t . 

MR HAMPTON: W e l l , I am t d l k i n g a b o u t t h e l a w ; 
u n t i l t h e b o n d s a r e a c t u a l l y i s s u e d , a l l o r a n y p a r t o f y o u r 
d i s t r i c t m a y b e a c t u a l l y e x c l u d e d . I am j u s t t a l k i n g f r o m 
t h e s t a n d p o i n t o f t h e l a w , a n d t h e r e w o u l d b e n o l o s s o f a n y 
r i g h t s o n t h e p a r t o f a n y man h e r e t o b e f i n a l l y e x c l u d e d 
b e f o r e b o n d s a r e i s s u e d , a n d t h a t i s a l o n g w a y o f f , a n d b e 
f o r e t h e r e c o u l d b e a d o l l a r ' s w o r t h o f b o n d s i s s u e d t h e r e 
i s g o i n g t o h a v e t o be a n e l e c t i o n , a n d e v e r y v o t e r i n T a r 
r a n t C o u n t y w o u l d h a v e a r i g h t t o s a y — t h a t i s , t a x - p s g i n g 
v o t e r , w o u l d h a v e a r i g h t t o s a y w h e t h e r t h e r e w o u l d e v e r b e 
a b o n d I s s u e a t a l l o r n o t , so t h e r e i s n o i m m e d i a t e g r a v e 
s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h y o u r l a n d 3 a r e a b o u t t o be c o n f i s c a t e d a t 
a l l . T h e r e i s j u s t s i m p l y a s i t u a t i o n h e r e w h e r e t h i s B o a r d 
f e e l s t h a t a s t h e y a r e c i t i z e n s o f T a r r a n t C o u n t y t h e y w o u l d 
a p p r e c i a t e y o u r i n d u l g e n c e u n t i l s u c h t i m e a s t h e y m i g h t i n 
t e l l i g e n t l y k n o w w h a t p r o p e r t y - - i t m i g h t be t h a t n o t o n l y 
y o u r p r o p e r t y , t h r o u g h t h i s w o r k , b u t a l o t o f o t h e r t e r r i 
t o r y , m i g h t be e x c l u d e d ; t h e r e i s a l o t o f o t h e r h i g h a r e a 
o u t h e r e e a s t a n d i t m i g h t be t h r o u g h i t s own m o t i o n , b e f o r e 
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t h i s thing i s through, t h i s Board would have th i s d i s t r i c t 

C looking l i k e a crazy q u i l t . So there i s no desire to rush 
a load upon you that would even harm you, much less to bring 
about the confiscation of your land. Was that what you had 
i n mind? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. 

MR HAMPTON: There i s also one other thing, gentle
men, that Mr. Biddeker just c a l l e d to my attention. You 
perhaps have not thought of one feature of t h i s that i s a 
very material feature, that i s , with respect to t h i s p r e l i m i 
nary work. Now there i s no provision — you also must appre
ciate one thing, too, that i s that there i s a flood s i t u a 
t i o n a r i s i n g not only -- I am not speaking about the l o c a l 
damage here; the l o c a l damager here i s great enough at times, 
as we know, as i t was i n May, 1922, but that i s not any big 
part whatever of the damage that occurs throughout the v a l l e y 
of the T r i n i t y River. At such times as the North or Elm 
Creek, or Denton Creek, a l l belch f o r t h streams of water at 
the same time, the heavy damage occurs further down the r i v e r . 
Now that isone thing. The next thing i s that there has been 
a decided change from the standpoint of the i n t e r i o r depart
ment and the Bureau of Reclamation of the Federal Government 

£\ i n these two matters. The Federal Government has come to 

the conclusion that t h e i r e f f o r t s to develop additional farm
ing land and bring about maintenance f o r a greater number of 
people by the development of water i n desert areas has been 
a mistake. They have come fcothe conclusion that theGovern-
ment would have betterspent the money which they spent on 
these various projects, i f he had come into areas more favored 
by nature, where the water might be provided merely as insur-
a n c e . l i l l - i n time of drouth. In other words, i n the t e r r i 
tory i n which there are already f a i r crops being raised, and 
water i s more or less In the nature of insurance. Now, with
out t h i s preliminary engineering done, you are absolutely — 
your hands are t i e d i n approaching the Federal Government. 
They w i l l not move nor spend one penny upon your preliminary 
engineering, but with t h i s preliminary engineering done, I 
went to Washington i n October of 1924, put i n several days; 
now, that would come under tv/o departments there, the preven
t i o n of floods would come under the War Department. I f we, 
with this preliminary engineering, are able to convince the 
War Department that construction of retarding works on these 
streams here above the c i t y of Fort Worth, the West Fork, the 
Clear Fork, Denton Creek, and Elm Fork, or East Fork, even, 
that would be a l l of your sources of flo o d on the T r i n i t y , 1he 
United States Government would step i n at that time, and v/ith 
Federal funds, wholly without taxation at a l l on anybody within 
the area, take over your work and construct the works which i n 
th e i r opinion would re l i e v e not only t h i s c i t y and t h i s entire 
v a l l e y , but the T r i n i t y Valley f o r many miles, from the destruc-
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t i v e floods that occur. Now, i f we, by the expenditure of 
one-third even of two cents on the §100 can get the data i n 
hand that would lead the United States Government to come i n 
here from the standpoint of f l o o d protection, and with her own 
money construct t h i s work, i t i s also true that i n construct
ing the work that would retard and protect us against floods 
w i l l store the water, and that you have got your stored water 
for nothing. 

Now, gentlemen, there i s more wheels within wheels 
to t h i s than would appear offhand. Now, i f i t came under 
the Department of I n t e r i o r , the Reclamation Bureau, as i t i s 
c a l l e d , we r e a l l y f e e l that the very hopeful big prospect we 
have here i s the a b i l i t y to take t h i s preliminary engineering 
work, go to Washington and convince the War Department that 
from the standpoint -- and I w i l l t e l l you they are very favor
able to i t ; I put i n three days with them there. We went 
into t h i s thing as f u l l y as we could, with the very l i t t l e 
information which you had at that time. Their request was 
that we go ahead with t h i s preliminary work and at such time 
at we might be able to go into more d e t a i l to give them a 
better basis, that the War Department would be very favorable 
to a project to prevent these floods upon the T r i n i t y , and 
i f so, that i t would be without cost to any man or any acre 
of land i n t h i s area. I t would merely be an incident that 
there would be a vast amount of water stored here, which just 
as a matter of common sense would come to use where i t had a 
value. So having looked ahead and t r i e d to see every phase 
and angle of t h i s , t h i s Board f e e l that they would appreciate 

11 and believe they w i l l receive the utmost sympathy and cooper

ation of our people u n t i l such time as we can get t h i s engineer
ing data i n hand and have i t placed i n a position to go to 
Washington and see i f we cannot get a l l of t h i s f o r nothing. 
I t looks l i k e the r e s u l t i s a very big one, and i t looks l i k e 
that i s l i k e l y . 

Now that, gentlemen, b r i e f l y , i s the thing upper
most i n the mind of your Board today. 

MR EATON: Now, gentlemen, i n view of Mr. Hampton's 
remarks, I would just l i k e to make a few remarks, and I think 
that t h i s bunch of men here, of course, i f there had not been 
anything more i n mind than t h i s preliminary survey, would not 
have given i t any attention, of course. But i t i s the f a c t 
of the subsequent taxes and the increasing taxes, and matters 
which they f e l t would be more than they could f i n a n c i a l l y be 
able to spend, i n view of the f a c t that they would not gain 
anything out of i t themselves at any time. Now, the Board 
w i l l of course understand that these gentlemen here, the f a c t 
that they f i l e d t h e i r p e t i t i o n does not mean that they are 
h o s t i l e to the Board, or think that the Board would be h o s t i l e 
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to them. Mr. Hampton said, or rather intimated i n a way, 
that they would have been excluded i f they had not f i l e d a 
p e t i t i o n , but I don't think so, and I don't know f o r sure 
whether he said that or not, but i f we have any reason we 
f e e l that we should inform the Board of i t , and a l l these 
gentlemen have done i s to bring i t to the attention of the 
Board, without a n t i c i p a t i n g that the Board would do other 
than as the law requires. 

Now, the main trend, though, I think, of Mr. 
Hampton's t a l k was to argue and to show these gentlemen the 

1£ value of t h i s preliminary survey, and the fact that there was 
no necessity for a hurry, but of course these gentlemen take 
that a l i t t l e b i t , you might say, with a grain of s a l t , when 
you t e l l them to not hurry, but wait, to delay. Of course 
they don't want to inte r f e r e with t h i s Board, and yet they 
f e e l l i k e they have got the matter to attend to, and i t i s a 
great deal of trouble to get a bunch of men, 200 men or 150 
men, together on a proposition, and the best way to just l e t 
i t die out altogether i s to just put i t o f f from time to 
time i n d e f i n i t e l y and never have i t acted on one way or the 
other; and that i s the sentiments of these men, not my sen
timents, but they have continually come to me and want to 
know "Why i s i t that we don't get some action here? Is t h i s 
matter being delayed? Why doesn't the Board say something?" 
And I t o l d them that the Board t o l d me they wanted to make a 
preliminary survey i n t h i s matter. And so that i s the s i t u a 
t i o n , but when I present i t to you gentlemen, that i s present
ing i t to you as these gentlemen see i t . They request of 
the Board — they don't ask anything impractical or one-sided, 
or that cannot be done, of course, but at the same time the 
desire of these gentlemen i s that — i f I don't express i t 
correctly you can correct me — i s that as soon as i t can 
very conveniently be done at a l l , they would l i k e to have 
action taken i n t h i s matter, and the matter s e t t l e d , as f a r 
as they are concerned. Is that correct, Mr. Piper? Is 
that your views? 

MR PIPER: Yes, s i r . I just want to make one 
l i t t l e statement. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Go ahead. 

MR PIPER: I t wasn't exactly a water project, but 
where t h i s thing came up i n E l l i s County under my observation, 
i t seems to me i t leads up here i n about the same way; they 
started out down there with two b i t s on the hundred d o l l a r s , 
and we had an engineer, as Mr. Hampton said that he wanted 
to have, "And i t i s possible," he said, "a four-foot dam 
would do a l l t h i s i r r i g a t i o n , and cause any land from being 
obstructed with any high waters," when I had seen the water 
seven feet deep from h i l l to h i l l , and I asked him i f he 



-78-

thought a four-foot dam would carry t h i s water, and he got 
hot. He said, I must think that he didn't know his business. 
I said, "You don't, i f you say that a four-foot dam w i l l carry 
i t , because i t has been seven feet deep, and we have got s t a 
t i s t i c s on i t , and the f i r s t f l o o d washed i t out." And t h i s 
thing just kept increasing taxes, and one time and another, 
and another bond issue and then another, u n t i l i t got to be 
seven and a quarter ($7.25) an acre, but I sued out a writ of 
injunction to stop a certain sale of bonds, when i t was only 
f i v e and a quarter ($5.25), and we got out of the thing by 
compromise, and the other boys buying us out, and I am a f r a i d 
t h i s thing here w i l l be the same thing; that i s a l l I am a f r a i d 
of; where a man has been burnt and sees what happens, and 
knows what i s happening i n other places, why, he cannot hard
l y stand to have to wait. 

MR HIGHTOWER: 
or for i r r i g a t i o n ? 

Were you taxed f o r levee protection 

MR PIPER: We were taxed f o r levee protection. 

MR HIGHTOWER: When I was a member of the Board of . 
Commissioners, or the Commissioners Court, I denied the r i g h t 
to levee the r i v e r down here, because i t would tax people so 
that i t would r u i n the land. 

MR PIPER: Gentlemen, I want to say i n t h i s par
t i c u l a r d i s t r i c t I could not use your water at a l l , i f you 
gave i t to me; i f i t was a l l around me I would be ditching 
i t o f f , because I have farmed too much, and I know that i t 
would not benefit me a p a r t i c l e ; you cannot use t h i s water 
on black land f o r i r r i g a t i n g purposes f o r cotton, and that 
i s what our p r i n c i p a l crop i s , and I say I haven't got i t 
i n f o r the water project one way or another; I hope the 
gentlemen a l l success, and I think i t i s good f o r the people 
up the T r i n i t y River, but I think i t i s abominable f o r us 
fellows down there; i f I was up there I would be f o r getting 
i t on, but where I am I would be paying to get i t o f f . 

THE CHAIRMAN: Anybody else? I f not, we w i l l 
stand adjourned. 

A f t e r the Board o f Directors had f i n i s h e d with said above 

mentioned executive session, adjournment was adopted,the Board to meet 

subject to c a l l of the President. * 

Attest; 

_Wv^ 
' P r e s i d e n t . 

Secretary. 
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The follov/ing l i s t c o n s t i t u t e s the number o f c 

p e t i t i o n e r s , who p e t i t i o n e d the Tarrant County Y/ater Improvement 

D i s t r i c t No. 1., to have t h e i r lands excluded from the D i s t r i c t , that 

were present at the hearing of said p e t i t i o n on May 26th, 1925 at th® 

o f f i c e of said D i s t r i c t at the Court House, Fort V/orth, ^exas. 
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